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upon a widespread belief in its utility, it will not be
secure. A system of competitive examination would
be much more open to assault in the colonial than in
the home civil service, both because the violations of
the law cannot awake so much public attention, and
because an examination which merely tested the gen-
eral qualifications of the candidate would have far
less popular support than our home examination
which tests his fitness for immediate service.
It would probably be impossible, therefore, to es-
tablish a systen of competitive examination similar
to that for the Indian Civil Service, or to shield it
effectually from attack if established.
Because a Standard cannot be Maintained
There is another difficulty in adopting the English
system of competitive examination, arising from the
absence of a recognized University standard. There
are, here, no Universities which, like Oxford and
Cambridge in the United Kingdom, occupy the posi-
tion of models to whose standard other institutions
must conform on pain of forfeiting their claim to be
considered of the first rank. If the competitive ex-
amination were to be based upon the requirements
for a University degree the question would instantly
arise, a degree at what University ? All the smaller
colleges, and particularly all the State Universities,
would insist on being considered, and they would
complain if the standard were adapted to the curric-
ulum of the half a dozen largest colleges in the coun-